R maaiint

P —— Y T L L

- -~

CEEOO0ISRIEONES-RSCER oosmmmmmm——

L Y e

- T VA P -

-

T THa T 8w W AW e -

- =il

-

- S

W in L Ghdwi

P T L O R

- -

Lo % i g

- e . G g

¥ e
—

]

t
!

-

- S

Cw e ————

.

o —— . —

TV LATIONS apninst one plaes atning muls, o oK
R y s enlves and N othiings dli ni ipply on the privato
pach 0l i R —. ne \ Xy e

1t 1 i
Heauinurd I g TLR T e nf colir N Nt o wi
pann f i Lhml Batiee .
ciould bin; onlv lu i)t heie mdlo ayen ey v poed thers
Bh ahy t r vl bt thot Atd male uye couldn’t
ut | I U !
| ¥ thonuldn't hiavoe weon For thrra wan no
R I I w3 (LA gt Thie grodnds and butl K
of | } froen th v bt il , A \
01 " i T Wik 0k Jua T
f | v r ol bt vl 1 | ut
thu « ! nd w gl worn hald N ths niines uf fopes
far inslde those cal
I POy paliids Tram evary Shate v Ly Lg .t ST
up tho pornotnnl of the Hrolberd Institote of cullure, sradt
Llomi, 1 tal hu vy il and dmriignl eyl ming
dollodd & it Lt niln pratiked In tho prevmpied
waters, nighingly wecwre Stom thelllhng Intrusion
Fovory (dny was Inidis idny It was manotonog tint it was
fnvinine And vauth finde fis distractings 1o no matter what
clreunitances and within any Yarclers of conflnoment
Y Tharn webn Wwas witertimid unen o du and wplash,

and hreantatroke racen (o be waged, and mediolne ball wety Lo

e eoptodled Thn trinmphn wore hwllow, gs | I

. frhia mi
wava must Lo unless some &lomont of romance niny  entep
gomowhera, and the defeals wero
ntingless in the same ratln. Nt

thit the girls wers lovesierk or

men-c¢razy, but they were from six
teon on to twenly, and thoy wonld
have thought, talked snd bandled
the fellows hud they hesn on 4
malelens dosert island

A mile or more off was a mill-
Try acadomy,

Any realloer who has gone (s
far i thin oercatise must  hinve
guassid that a male selonl had to
bo near the Dealnerd haven R
pitgaatlon s too put for apy profeos
slonal shortslory wrlter to  pats
up, snd the longe prellminury nbout
how earofully the sirls ware guard
ed ngninst the men wmast have al
rendy wigwagged to the alst ag-
dience that the poiat of this tals
will ba ul least one Romeo running
the blockade. Bless you, that's ox-
actly what 1t s Lo be.

In order, howover, to make the
aftuntion more plausible, we will
rovead that the Missos Bralnerd’s finishing school wan on
a bark of the Hudson, And everyons knows that the
banks of tho Fludson are strewn with private schools
evon ng (he “sign here” line Is punctuated with dots, so it
wai quits fogleal that the Custer Cavalry Academy shouid
be nearhy.

, For many & year the Misses Brainerd had lost alesp
through this propinguity. Sub-leba entrusted to thele
chaperonage and tutelage had to bo guarded like so many
pupils of so many oyes, not to say puplls of one school.
And, over the hurdles of watehfulness, there had now and
agaln sprung romances botween the charming maldens of
prainerd and the dashing youths of Custer,

In addition to thelr duty as sentries over the affalrs of their
eharies, tho Misnon Bratperd had a constitutional hostility
apniast contaoct of the soxes, They wore spinsten by dispost
vion, cholee and estate 7 hey had never, thomaelv. s, expori
enced aby Urge or even tlernnes toward (hat popular mystery
jabeled Vlove,” and they fought it na they did mosquitos, boller
axplonlons, tho fly or any othor of the pestiferoua perila of lifo
fn 4 world which they unfortunately could not shape according
to their set fdeas,

They had frequently confarrad with Malor Oarrelaon, com-
mandant at Cugter, over clandestine approaches of his boys and
thelr girls

The malor, o hearty old vel who upderstond young fallows,
fnd o the bast uf faith promised that he would do hlg bost (o
koen the adolescent cavallers who wore the uniform of his es
tabtishmont from anvoying (de sisters Brainerd and from fNirt
fng with the ginls of Brainerd. But he alwaya told the agltatod
sehoolmistresyes that all that be conld do and all that they
conld do. eombined, would never quite accomplish the wish they
exprossed, that thelr glrls should go through thelr semosters
without ae mucl as sealng a man.

“Ladies.” the major sald, "1 recognize and theroughly ap-
prove your polley. And 1 ahall do all within my power to halp
you mulntnin it.  But, thongh you know wirls beiter than 1 am
afrald 1 do, | might venture to say that 1 know boya, after haw
fng besn ono myself, and after having reared succesding gon-
erationg of them.

“My |uda are, largely, of the spirited type. They come of
the wealthier clapnes, precoclous, nssertive

“They know that, Tess Lhan a mile off, are a hundied pretty
young women, Thoy know thut these young women have beon

placed whera they are with the understanditg that they are to

b kepl awny Trom mdle pessoeistiona Fhey know that walls
und chalns and calilos and boars havoe been put up amnound thooa
pirte to keep wiy boye as wall as others, and probably
Inor ir 1 thet

“ow, wha punky young chaps In such ¢ircumstances
aould de L 4 ALY Lt meeL thoge glels T

To this the Misses Brajnerd slways shonk thelr heads and
Toghe ' | Logether angd o by wondared why
theaa wilfu 0 hotwld i o insubordinat whitn thoy Kuew
] Nl | beall biddvn to make slvaneces toward
t 1 ! detits. "The major teied to hint, gently and
¥ \ Wt mavbe that was Just why the pore schemod and

tapireid (o conrt the Brdinend studen Bul thet war unun

wduble 10 the scademie lndios, and so he never pressed

the 1

e malor, in truth, did no! encoyrapge or aven enndons such

hesaches, for hin rules were, techiically, an striet as the others'.
But he loxt no sleep over (6. Tle had realiced that cternnd vigls
lapcs can carry on only o far. And he kuew that never in his
tory had & uation, at war, hoea ablo fo susinin o blockade that
the enumy could tel g

per eanl Uhiness wall b

rite, ol o speak of perfoctinge o 100

e o boxs' sehool and n girls' sehool
In Winter the problem wasn't

KD Knwity and spoity Pt
in the Spring, when the buds b

in to bhloom, when romancd

?

anil % his T tafd In the alr, whon swim

nE | vyl o the watur and frolling time Yierkoned

y mal pd e fight-gunrd was
Ao ' AWy Wil was sLrengt o

¥ Wiltliin wmny tande, daiid oo LHorg wion

. | " yi ool the two inuthtutlons

0 | 1 i I I CUNIor buyas wore glvon hrigf loaye

' ’ ' \ vtiord & navoer cromed tha ot

: exrepl 1o 1o 1k hitney fur

th Wore Inken on

Wl thisre woegy abosird

’h 1 F f &a many.

1 i 1 eyl o vl

e there had been

slopuanents before school wan “out Cine o thege had sngaged

] ' ¢ A
thin Interesis of the newspupers through the whole land, due
BN the suline hoiroas and the atbletic fame of
the youtg here, snd this had caused uyutold angulsh unto the
mlkiers who bhad sssuzan o Garrelaon that the
ehutation of thel L] the reputal ihey had so aaniduously,
conglatently wnd peinfully eiriven 1o estallish, had been shred-
dod Ly this mpst Jeplorably notorious iacident.

Tho major reddenmd and was ahout 1o say that maybe
mothors of cadets wora Jus! ns perturbed aboul haviog thelr
OtE rush  ae Haty § ve the girls” mothers might bo (o
have theii woood by aniformed you But Ye only said that
he wa B0 deoply sorry;: It had, indeed, been extremely
uniorianate
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And pow Summer wan on, June had coms. And Juna
wns the month of mischiof and mating, With the near ap
proach of (the sehon) yoarend, thera was, at Ahe snme alrohdy
unpropitious time, a meg In school efficlency and an ohb in
digclplinary moralo

A note ment from a Custer boy to ope of the meminary
gitls In & package of excolalor hnd been intercopte ! The nole
Indleatod that the writer had already met the wriles twice.
The packagn hud hoont malled by the cadel to a friend ta n
distunt ciiy, 1o be addproased there and remalled 1o the girl,
su Lhe postmark might get ¢t by, But it had been aponed,
un were all paroe!

envelojos eapocially deslgnsd hy the Nraloerds and up
plivd o families of their chareos

W nnd all Iettars unleas they were In

Que of the girls had been b‘t.-!ruul by 8 Bealnerd bouse ’g

\

So the Pretty Naiads from Every
State in the Union Lolled on the
Snobbish Sands and Pranked in
the Pre-empted Waters, Sighing-
ly Secure from Thrilling Intru-
sion,

kesper, to whom she had given a letter to be malled outside,
adiressed to a student officer at Custer, The employee, llke
all the Brainerd servants, ind Deen trained in the almost air-
tieht spy systom of the seminary, and she had turned the
erypiic communication lo to “the office.” With astonished
vyea the Misses Bralnerd read:

“3 at 8"

Julia Laven was summoned to the principais' office.

Bhe roadily admitted bhaving sent the note. But she re
fuesed flatly to threrpret it or to discuss how chie lind come to
be acguainted with the Custer boy for whom {t was moeant.

The majlor was Immediately advised, A message was sent
to the e¢foct that, because of the misbohaviory of one of his
students, a hitherto unblemirhed young woman was sbout to
be dismigsed from the seminary In dlsgraca. a fortuight or leas
hefore commencement, sans diploma, sans Yonorable discharge.
sans the lly-white perfection which must clothe every girl
who would march forth from Bralnerd with the other spotleas
ones,

The major listened and bolied.

Then he thonght It over a moment, banged hia halry fist
upon hia desk, ordered a car and rode over to Braluerd. A
watchwoman held him up at the gate and gave Lim a plece
of papsr with printed questions as to whom he might be and
what he might want, which he was to fill out before he could
bhe admitted. But the major banded §t back through the
plgeonhole, and, before the eves of tho astonished matron, Le
vaulted &is pufty figure right over the fence aad started up

Grent Britnla Righta Reserved,

*HENRY  HUTT

d/ s< |, JackLait

the gravel path toward the administratlon beadquarters (n
placeato strides

Into the oillce of the perturbod Misses Brainerd L oame
ke a Bombshell  'The spinaters, who wore “in conference.
neldulounly ynmmering over the skiddiog and downfall of Julia
Laven, wors fabbergantod ay the pudgy military man whooled
righit and entored, saluted and sald:

“What Is the meaning of the communleation which I fust
recoived "

Iiwre were a couple of gasped “whys,” and tho elder Misn
Bralnerd rose to ler foeer

“Man are not pe
fn these grounds, 3
Bhis quavered.

“Tommyrot, madame*
anewered the Major
“There are a lot of things
not  permitted o the
grounds that 1 eannot sy
scribe to. However, heps
I an, Now. since you hnsve
notified me thur ons of
my hoyvs has ecauned you
Rroat  anxiety and Vius
brought a great fuliry
upon one of your glrls, 1
have a right to know what
it's all nbout™

I'El}i' __.-__-I

“Yes, ma'am. 1 eoncode
whatever you are aboyt to
By, bofora you  say 1
Now, what's the rRmps

And the Major sat down

One of the Bralnerds,
capltulating In view of the
the defenselossnoss of the
fnstitution against rough
men who might force thelr
way In, laconlcally handod
the nota to the Muojor, He
read 1t severnl tlmes

“What the—what does
it meaAn?" he asked,

“We do not koow
enswered one of the
schoolmistresscs,

“Why not nak the giri

“Wa dld. She stubborn-
Iy refuses to dscipler {1
We would suggest that you
ek the young sciapesrace
to wham It wns ad
dreased "

The Major Inughed aloud.

#You don’t think. Ihope,
that one of my lads—a
solller aud a gentlompn—
would reveal what n lady
wrote Lim in code?

“If he doeun't, sir, he
rhould be summarlly dls
misged

“And If he does, mad-
ame, he'll be drummed out
of Cneter. Good heavens,
ladies, haven't you anv
genae of honor at all? Ia
there notlhing to vou in
this llfe except that rub-
bish that you worship,
which you  erroneousty
choose to stamp as pro.
priety? You would ask n
man to violate a confidence
with a girl who trusted
him at least au far as to
arrange a ciplier with Wim?
Well, you muy; | will
not."

*Your atiutude, sir, a2
quite Incredible. One of
your students has violated
every rule of our school—

’ and your's, If we may be
tleve what you have sald
heretofore—and you propose to let him off scot free?”

“Not at all. 1 propose to reprimand him, But 1 do not pro-
poge 1o Intriude on his privilege of privacy, not to mention on
the young woman's even more sacred rights (o her own sacrets
And | should advisa that you pursus the same policy, {f 1 may
make a euggostinn”

“Wa thank you for the suggestion. Wa had consldered deal.
ing lghtly with Julia—with Misa Laven—if she hod explained
the significunca of thows numerals It I8 near to mraduntion
and a light Infraction might be forgiven, But, as long 8s she
will not enllghten us, we are quite unable to judgs the gravity
of the offense. How do wae know that she has not met this hoy,
and that this note, it properly interpreted, would uncover this?”

"“Very well, ladles, work it out. But, please. do not lobk to
me for any substantial assistance. I am as whole-heartadly
nealnst laxity and indiscriminate assoclation of the sexes under
unfavorable conditions ag you could he, But I capnor and will
not grant that when a fine Jad and an upstanding girl become
acquainted and begln courting or billing or sweethearting, that
ft must he wrong, per so. Good day."

The slsters sat sllent for a while. When they recoversd
thele astimatic breaths, they talked and talked, and flnally
agreed that perhaps the good of the school might be hest served
if Juila Laven wers denled all privilegea until graduation but
permitted to remaln and go with her certificate and the other
girls, out of the Iife of the Brainerds.

Worfl to thig effect was aent to Julla, who waas already pre
paring to go home. Bhe Inquired why this unexpected reprie
had coma, Just before the execution. ‘The Misses Brainend
delgned to explaln that it was Justice—plaln justico, Tho com:
mandant of Custer had refused to dismiss the boy to whom 1ha
note had heen addressod, Why, then, shonld the girl bear sli
the punishment for an offense that must have bheen twosided,
In n messtire at least?

“Oh, pahinw " exclaimed Julla. stamplog her foot.

The spinsters Iooked at her io astonishment,

*Just one gunestion,” said Julla. “Did Tom—I mean did the
gentleman to whom I addressed the letter—did ho tell what
it meant?*"

“Probably mot, When the Major left here Le had refused
to evep ask im*™

“Oh, then, Tom doesn't know what the note contalned

“Probably not. We trust not.”

And Julia stamped her other foot

“It's ton lute to mend It then, 1 suppose. Now 1" tell you
the truth about it, Tom and | are engaged—hayve becn for years
and years. Our parents know all gbaut |1, and approve At
If you think that ‘3 pt 8' means auything spoony or surreptitinus.
Iy romantic, you are In error. It 1s only & tip on the horses.

“A what? On which?®

“Oh, come to Nfe, Don't you know that the girls—yes, the
Bralnerd girls for a decade—have Leen betting on horses, and
managing to get thelr mdney placed? 1 have n frlend In Chi
cago who els the most wonderful information. 8o 1 have been
lettlng Tommy in on eome of i,

“T'he words '3 at 8' mean to bet the third race at Belmont,
which I8 track 8 in a private list we complled. He would scar
tha horses In that raca and bet the one he has on the oppos=i'e
slde of the Mkt who runs in that race. It's a horse namd
Maybloomi—and she's & pip. Why don't vou girls put dowa
piker's portion and play bLer across the boards? She's s—"

Dut the Brainerd sisters were retroating backward.
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